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I. Welcoming Remarks
A leading figure from each ‘twinned’ synagogue and mosque will take
the stage as chairperson for the event and greet those assembled.
 
Suggested opening remarks:
 
   • �The 2nd Annual Weekend of Twinningsm of Mosques and  

Synagogues Across North America and Europe is the largest-ever 
“gathering” of Muslims and Jews in the world. This year’s event will 
includes scores of synagogues, mosques and Jewish and Muslim  
student groups in the United States, Canada, Britain, France,  
Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium and Russia, holding  
one-on-one gatherings on the weekend of November 13-15 to  
consider the theme “Building a Common Agenda”.

 
     �By taking part in the Weekend of Twinningsm and ongoing follow-up 

activities, our congregations are joining a burgeoning international 
campaign to nurture ties of communication, friendship, trust and co-
operation between Muslims and Jews. We believe that strengthening 
our relationship and working together as allies on issues of mutual 
concern is a moral imperative that will  greatly benefit our communi-
ties and societies we live in.

 
     �The Weekend of Twinningsm represents an opportunity to examine 

and celebrate the commonalities in our faiths and traditions and to 
begin a discussion of issues on which Muslims and Jews can work 
together fruitfully for the betterment of both communities and for  
society as a whole. These include saving the Environment, Fighting 
Poverty, Protecting Immigrants and Confronting Islamophobia and 
anti-Semitism Together.

 
Note: Participating synagogues and mosques may decide to engage a  
professional moderator for the event.This is at the organizers’ discretion,  
and fees associated with enlisting such a moderator are to be absorbed 
by the two institutions.

II. Protocol
Chairpersons lay out the guidelines that will be adhered to in conducting 
the event to ensure that it remains a mutually beneficial sharing of ideas 
and opinions. These guidelines include:
 
 • �The right of each person who asks to address the gathering to fully 

share his  or her own perspective without assigning blame to or ridicul-
ing those who may express contrary opinions or come from differing 
perspectives.

 
 • �All participants in the event should listen to each other in a courteous 

and respectful fashion, without interrupting or shouting down those 
with whom they disagree.

 
 • �The chairpersons should inform the audience that the purpose of 

the event is to strengthen relations between Muslims and Jews in 
North America and Europe. Therefore, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict  
should not be allowed to dominate the discussion during Weekend 
of Twinningsm programs. The chairpersons are encouraged to make 
a joint statement near the beginning of the meeting, acknowledging 
the pain that Muslims and Jews alike feel about the ongoing violence 
and suffering that impacts both of our peoples in the Middle East and 
encouraging all of those assembled to pray together for an early end 
to the conflict.  However, they should urge participants not to focus 
on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict since such a conversation would 
likely take over the overall discussion and create more discord than 
understanding. They should emphasize that our coming together to 
strengthen communication, reconciliation and cooperation between 
Jews and Muslims will be a win-win for both of our communities and 
for society as a whole. 

 
 • �Once the chairpersons have outlined the goals, objectives and proto-

col, they should make clear that they will rule out of bounds comments 
or behaviors by the participants that violate the guiding principles.
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III. Commonalities In Our Faith Traditions 
The main speakers may call upon two people with expertise in Jewish 
and Islamic theology, customs and traditions to make a presentation on 
commonalities in our two faith traditions. These would include similarities  
in our sacred texts, abiding belief in the transcendence and unity of God 
and striking similarities in religious practices and jurisprudence such as 
dietary laws, requirements for helping the less fortunate, circumcision, 
burial customs and other aspects of ritual purity.

The speakers may focus on our common roots as Children of Abraham, 
on the difficult story of the estrangement of Sarah, Hagar, Ishmael and 
Isaac and how God saved Hagar and Ishamel from dying of thirst in the  
desert and blessed the descendants of both Isaac and Ishmael. Final-
ly, they may examine the parshat ha shavua (the Torah portion of the 
week during the Weekend of Twinningsm), Hayei Sarah, which speaks of 
Isaac and Ishmael coming together after years of estrangement to bury 
their father Abraham in the Cave of Machpelah/Sanctuary of Ibrahim in  
Hebron/Al-Khalil. Was this event only a fleeting reunion, or a moment 
of genuine reconciliation? What does it say to us today, as we, like our 
forefathers Ishmael and Isaac, contemplate how to come back togeth-
er after a long period of separation to celebrate all that unites us as  
Children of Abraham and as human beings?

We should also not forget the periods of history when Jews and Muslims  
co-existed and collaborated fruitfully, for the greater glory of all of  
human civilization. Nowhere was this more pronounced than in al-Andalus  
(medieval Spain), where, during a period of benevolent Muslim rule, both 
Jewish and Muslims civilizations flourished; creating a flowering of the 
sciences and culture that provided the light which ultimately helped to 
guide Europe out of the Dark Ages. While this fruitful collaboration was 
ultimately destroyed by outbreaks of religious extremism, its compelling 
example still calls out to us today after nearly a millennium.

In this context, twinned congregations may choose to view Cities of 
Lights: The Rise and Fall of Islamic Spain by Unity Productions. A DVD 
of the 47 minute dialogue version of the film can be obtained free of 
charge by contacting Daniel Tutt at Unity Productions (202) 298 8088 
and explaining that you desire to view Cities of Light as part of your 
observance of the Weekend of Twinningsm.

A 2nd Unity Productions film that twinned congregations may consider 
screening during their Weekend of Twinningsm event is Talking Through 
Walls; the true story about how a group of Muslims in the small town 
of Vorhees, N.J. applied to the town board for permission to construct a 
mosque in the difficult years after 9-11 and were confronted by an out-
break of fear-mongering and Islamophobia. The local interfaith communi-
ty, spearheaded by the Jewish Community Relations Council of southern 

New Jersey, interceded by embracing their Muslim brothers and sisters 
literally and figuratively, calming overheated fears in the community, and 
ultimately convincing the town council to grant permission to build the 
mosque. The film is a moving evocation on how Jews and Muslims, both 
of whom continue to be victimized by hate crimes, can be there for each 
other when one community or the other faces bigotry. A viewing of either 
Cities of Light or Talking Through Walls can be followed by a discussion 
focusing on identifying lessons from either of the films that can be applied 
by the twinned congregations to their own dialogues going forward.

IV. What Social Issue Can We Choose To Work On Together?
The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding recommends that mosques 
and synagogues, as well as Jewish and Muslim student groups  
participating in the Weekend of Twinningsm of Mosques and Synagogues 
Across North America and Europe, should dedicate the last portion 
of their twinning programs on November 13-15 to a discussion of the  
following questions: “Would we like to work together going forward on a 
societal issue of importance to Jews, Muslims and society as a whole? 
If so, which issue would we choose to focus on?”

As noted, FFEU has identified four issues which we believe are fruitful  
for mosques and synagogues to work on together. These are Saving 
the Environment, Fighting Poverty, Immigration Reform and Confront-
ing Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. The FFEU web site contains  
presentations on these issues by Muslim and Jewish leaders who spoke 
before participants on our Mission of European Imams and Rabbis to 
the United States in July, 2009.  Included together with the presentations 
are practical suggestions for actions synagogues and mosques can take 
together in each of these fields. These presentations can be found at 
www.ffeu.org and then by clicking on a box at the top of the FFEU home 
page marked Weekend of Twinningsm of Mosques and Synagogues 
Across North America and Europe, November 13-15.
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As noted, twinned congregations are urged to begin a discussion  
during their Weekend of Twinningsm program on a societal issue on 
which they can work together. They should agree to appoint a joint 
follow-up committee to continue the discussion after the Weekend of 
Twinningsm to determine not only which issue the two congregations will 
focus their efforts on, but specific actions they wish to take on that issue. 
For example, if the twinned congregations decide to work together on 
Saving The Environment, they may choose to do a tree planting event 
together during National Arbor Day, join together to clean up a blighted 
area, or to take some other action together that will tangibly improve the 
environment in their area.

Our recommendation of the four topic areas mentioned above is only 
that—a recommendation. Synagogues and mosques may decide to 
choose a different topic altogether about which they share deep concerns. 
The issues they choose may be national or international in character or 
it may be local. We recognize that issues of concern in one part of North 
America or Europe may be very different than in others. That is why we 
leave this decision up to the twinned congregations.

Why are we urging twinned congregations to settle on a societal issue on 
which they can work together? First, because doing so will help to ensure 
continuity in the relationship between congregations. Not only will they 
meet once a year on the Weekend of Twinningsm, but will begin working 
together on an ongoing and sustained basis on an issue that is of impor-
tance to both.

Secondly, we are convinced that by working together on a societal issue, 
mosques and synagogues can role-model to our own communities and 
to people of all backgrounds, the understanding that Jews and Muslims 
can indeed work together constructively and harmoniously in order to  
improve conditions for all members of society. We believe this will have  
a transformative impact on both of our communities and on the larger  
society as well. Let us therefore resolve to take this important step  
forward together.

V. Closing Statements

 • ��A joint prayer for peace and reconciliation may be offered by the rabbi 
and imam of the two congregations.

 • �The chairpersons may make a brief statement avowing that from now 
on we will truly be “our brothers and sisters’ keepers” and will resolve 
not to be indifferent to injustice inflicted on members of the other 
community. They should remind participants that they are now part of 
a rapidly growing international movement dedicated to building ties of 
friendship, trust and mutually beneficial cooperation between Muslims 
and Jews, and to take inspiration from that reality.
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VI. Follow Up

 • ��The chairpersons should remind participants in the Weekend of  
Twinningsm event before its conclusion that a joint follow up committee 
has been constituted. There should be one chairperson selected from 
both the mosque and synagogue, if possible before the conclusion of 
the Weekend of Twinningsm itself (these decisions may be made infor-
mally between the leaders of the two congregations before the event 
itself). All participants in the Weekend of Twinningsm should be provided 
with the e-mails and phone numbers of the chairpersons of the follow-
up committee. Persons who wish to serve on the follow-up committee 
should make the chairperson of said committee aware of their desire 
to participate in the work of the committee at the conclusion of the 
Weekend of Twinningsm event or as soon as possible thereafter. The 
chairpersons of the follow up committee will determine the size of the 
committee and the frequency of its meetings. It is recommended that 
all persons wishing to serve on the committee should be free to do so, 
but if it turns out that there are significantly more would-be participants 
on the follow-up committee from one side or the other, the chairpersons 
may choose to equalize the number of participants on the committee.

• �Participants are asked to submit suggestions to the chairpersons of the 
joint follow-up committee, given their candid appraisal of the pros and 
cons of the just-concluded event and suggestions for improvement.

• �The chairpersons of the joint follow up committee should take immedi-
ate steps to ensure that decisions taken at the end of the meeting are 
implemented in a timely manner. 

• �The first meeting of the joint follow up committee should take place 
within one month of the Weekend of Twinningsm. Meetings should be 
held at regular intervals going forward. The joint follow-up committee 
should strive to create periodic congregation-wide gatherings and, as 
mentioned, decide on specific actions the two congregations can take 
together on a societal issue of importance. 

• �By taking those steps together, we can ensure that the momentum of the 
Weekend of Twinningsm carries forward and the two congregations are 
successful in their quest to build a fruitful relationship that will continue 
to evolve and strengthen over time. If we can accomplish these aims, 
we will have truly realized the promise of the Weekend of Twinningsm. 


