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relations among the distinctive and vibrant communities that comprise our nation.
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toward mutual goals. This year our programs have included:
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Jewish corporate leaders together to mentor young entrepreneurs from both
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4™ Annual Report on Black/ Jewish Relations in the United States: distributed
across the country to community groups and ethnic leaders

SHARED DREAMS Distribution Campaign: distribution of two thousand copies of
our president’s book on the historic relationship between Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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SHARED DREAMS Curriculum Project for High School Students: distribution of
the book with supplementary materials and curriculum guides to high schools and
youth organizations nationwide
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Jones, Marvin Hamlisch, and Wendy Wasserstein

Hispanic/ Jewish Project and Report: first national report on the state of Hispanic/
Jewish relations based on intensive research, interviews, and polling conducted
nationwide with an annual conference the following year

4™ Annual Conference on the State of Black/ Jewish Relations at Yeshiva
University: previous speakers have included the Reverend Jesse Jackson, Kweisi
Mfume, Martin Luther King, 111, and Hugh Price
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What if I want to prepare students for the lesson?
The “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and an excerpt from the preface to the book
written by Martin Luther King 111 are provided as optional introductory reading.

If I am in a public school setting, how do I deal with bible references?
The study of religion is discussed in New York State Social Studies Standards
One and Two as historical and cultural material. They help us understand
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s inspiration as a civil rights leader and the activist
traditions of the two American cultural communities. No particular religion is
being endorsed.

It seems that this topic touches on some sensitive material. Is this
appropriate?

The New York State Social Studies Resource Guide specifically states that
students should take and defend positions of past and contemporary issues and
controversial events.

This material also allows students to examine the concepts of unity and diversity
in American society.

Further, the material helps students acquire knowledge that will lead to greater
tolerance and empathy for people who hold varying viewpoints. At the same
time, the material helps stress the concept that certain practices (e.g. Holocaust,
slavery, infringement of human rights) are not acceptable and are inconsistent
with basic American values.
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NEW YORK STATE LEARNING STANDARDS

This guide meets certain aspects of the Learning Standards for Social Studies and
English Language Arts at the commencement (High School) level.

Learning Standards for Social Studies

Standard 1 — History of the United States and New York:

The study of New York State and United States history requires an analysis of the
development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the
ways people are unified by many values, practices, and traditions.

In this guide, students will explore aspects of the civil rights movement and how such
ideas as individual rights have been a force for national unity in this diverse society.
Students can read Dr. Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, “I’ve Been
to the Mountaintop” speech, and “I Have a Dream” speech.

Important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions from New York
State and United States history illustrate the connections and interactions of people
and events across time and from a variety of perspectives.

This guide explores the similarities and differences between the experiences of different
groups in the United States. Students can examine how the rights of citizenship provide a
major unifying factor in bringing together Americans from diverse roots and traditions.

Study about the major social, political, economic, cultural and religious
developments in New York State and United States history involves learning about
the important roles and contributions of individual groups.

Students can investigate how Americans have reconciled the inherent tensions and
conflicts over minority versus majority rights through a study of the civil rights
movement.

Students can draw upon literary selections and accounts to analyze the roles played by
different individuals and groups during the civil rights movement.



Standard 5 — Civics, Citizenship and Government:

The state and federal governments established by the Constitutions of the United
State and the State of New York embody basic civic values (such as justice, honesty,
self-discipline, due process, equality, majority rule with respect for minority rights,
and respect for self, others and property), principles, and practices and establish a
system of shared and limited government.

Students can identify, respect and model those core civic values inherent in our founding
documents that have been forces for unity in American society.

Students can analyze how core American civic values are expressed in those documents
that provide the basis for our democratic form of government.

Central to civics and citizenship is an understanding of the roles of the citizen within
American constitutional democracy and the scope of a citizen’s rights and
responsibilities.

Students can come to understand how citizenship includes the exercise of certain personal
responsibilities, including voting, considering the rights and interests of others, behaving
in a civil manner, and accepting responsibility for the consequences of one’s actions.

Students can look at the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

Students can plan and implement a voter registration campaign or other voluntary activity
in the community.

Students can volunteer and support conflict mediation programs within the school.

The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and
assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward
questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions, and
develop and refine participatory skills.

Students can discuss their participation as informed citizens in the political justice
system, including voting.

Students can take, defend, and evaluate positions about attitudes that facilitate thoughtful
and effective participation in public affairs.

Students will discuss the need to respect the rights of others and to respect others’ points
of view.

Students will participate in school/classroom/community activities that focus on an issue
or problem.

Students can prepare a plan of action that addresses an issue or problem.



Further, this guide can be used to address certain social studies skills

such as:

» learning and developing the skills of being a discussion leader or participant

* recognizing that others may have a different point of view

» practicing rational approaches to working out conflicts and problems

» defining and identifying a problem

» hypothesizing

* recognizing value conflicts

 realizing that while one problem may be resolved by taking one action or another, the
solution may well raise new problems

e scrutinizing possible consequences of alternative courses of action

» thinking of novel, unique, or unusual possibilities

* being attentive to situational as well as personal causes of conflict

* recognizing and avoiding stereotypes

Learning Standards for English Language Arts

Standard 2 — Language for Literary Response and Expression:
Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting,
and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experience
and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and
cultural features of the text.

Students will read aloud expressively to convey a clear interpretation of the work.

Standard 3 — Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation:

Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information and
issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and
recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria.

Students will analyze, interpret, and evaluate ideas and information from political
speeches and other texts.

Standard 4 — Language for Social Interaction:

Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with
people of different ages, genders, and cultures.

Students will engage in conversations and discussions on community subjects.

Students will express their thoughts and views with attention to the perspectives and
voiced concerns of others in the conversation.
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CURRICULUM GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

This guide presents text information, blue-starred statements (*), and
related discussion questions. We suggest that the teacher/group leader
present the text and that a different student read each blue-starred item
aloud.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed that there were three basic evils in society:
Racial Injustice, Poverty, and War.

Dr. King had a close friend, Abraham Joshua Heschel, who was Jewish. King, an
African American minister, and Heschel, a Jewish rabbi, came together from very
different worlds. Yet, King and Heschel were kindred spirits. They were both deeply
religious and deeply opposed to racial injustice. Heschel said, “Few of us realize that
racism is man’s gravest threat to man.”

This friendship lasted until the end of King’s life. As a tribute to his friend, Heschel
delivered a eulogy at King’s funeral. The relationship between these two men and
their commitment to freedom and justice embodies the “shared dreams” of their two
communities.

» Many Jewish people supported the Black civil rights movement even though
they also had a very low position in society.

» Similarly, Dr. King strongly supported the Jewish struggle in Israel and the
Soviet Union even though some said that it would hurt his own cause.

The book Shared Dreams follows Dr. King’s relationship with the Jewish people
throughout his struggle for civil rights. His relationship with the Jewish community
is based on his understanding of the stories of the Bible. This is how we can come to
understand:

* Dr. King’s belief that we must be active in our communities
* His commitment to speak out against all injustice

* His willingness to sacrifice for a just cause



Through this guide we can all examine our own lives.
* Are we tolerant of other people?
» Do we speak out against the injustices we see?
* Do we take real actions to promote justice and equality?

» Are we willing to speak the truth even when those in our own community
disagree?

* In other words, do we actively embody these “shared dreams”?

Martin Luther King Ill and Rabbi Marc Schneier
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’S INSPIRATION
FROM THE BIBLE

Q1: What do you think of when you hear the word ““inspiration”?

Q2: What was the Civil Rights movement about?

Martin Luther King, Jr. was a Christian minister and much of his
inspiration for the Civil Rights movement came from the Bible. Some

people do not realize that African American and Jewish people have much in
common. They only see the differences and the conflicts. But there are many
traditions and values in common.

Let’s look at the themes of the Bible stories that Jewish and Christian
people share and see if we can understand why they were an inspiration for
the Civil Rights movement:

» Dr. King said, “The Hebrew prophets belonged to all people because
their concepts of justice and equality have become ideals for all races
and civilizations.”

» James Bevel was an African American civil rights activist. He started
the trend of wearing yarmulkes (the skullcaps that some religious
Jewish people wear) during civil rights marches because he wanted to
symbolize the freedom struggles of the bible stories.

» The author James Baldwin has said that the struggle of African
Americans is like the Jewish story of Exodus in the Bible. In this
story, the Jewish people were slaves in Egypt, and Moses led them to
freedom. (see appendix)
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In the Bible there is a story of a woman named Esther. Esther is
warned that the Jews are about to be destroyed and she makes a
dangerous trip to see the King to try to save her people. (see appendix)

Abraham, leader of the Jewish people, believed that there was only
one G-d. He fought against the common belief of the day that there
was more than one G-d. (see appendix)

Jewish tradition tells us that since all people are descended from one,
no person is better than another.

Q1. What do we learn from these statements that show
how the Bible could inspire Dr. King’s passion for
civil rights?

Q2: Does it surprise you that Dr. King, a Christian
minister, was so inspired by Jewish tradition?
Why or why not?
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TRADITIONS OF CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY

Riverside Church The Hampton Synagogue
Harlem, New York Westhampton Beach, New York

Black churches and Jewish tradition share the belief that you cannot
separate religion from social action.

1. Ministers in Black churches today often ask parishioners to get
involved in community affairs. This has been a tradition for a
long time.

* Very early on, Dr. King preached to parishioners of the
importance of registering to vote, getting involved in
community affairs, and joining the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

* The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
worked very hard during the “Mississippi Freedom Summer”
to get African Americans to register to vote.

12



13

Q1:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4:

Why did civil rights leaders think voting was so
important?

Who in your family votes? Who does not? Why?

You may not be 18 or over but you do have a
student community — your school. Do you vote in
school elections? Why or why not?

How else are you active in your school or in the
community?

One of the most important Jewish beliefs is the obligation to
fight against injustice:

Q:

Abraham, Moses, Elijah, and Jeremiah are heroes in the Bible
because they guestioned authority. (see appendix)

Even though civil order (following laws) is important in the
Jewish tradition, it is not an excuse for injustice. Jews are
never supposed to follow immoral laws.

Jewish tradition says there is a moral duty to speak out if you
see injustice (see the stories of Amos, Leviticus and Isaiah in
the appendix).

Jewish leaders remind us that involvement in a civil rights
movement should not be to gain appreciation or recognition,
but is rather a moral obligation.

Have you ever felt resentful that your efforts to
help another seemed unappreciated? Did this
make you want to stop helping?

note: if you want more information, you can find summaries of the

Bible stories we discussed in the appendix
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THE DANGERS OF SILENCE AND
THE VIRTUES OF SACRIFICE

The Civil Rights movement required people to stand up for a cause. Many people
were hurt for standing up. But what would have happened if they had stayed quiet?

1. Silence

* Many people have spoken out about the dangers of keeping quiet in the face of
injustice.

Listen to the following quotes:

Q.

“The world is in greater peril from those who tolerate evil than from those
who actively commit it.” -- Albert Einstein, as quoted by King in 1965.

“I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro’s great
stumbling block in the stride towards freedom is not the White Citizens
Council or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate who is more devoted
to “order” than to justice; who prefers...the absence of tension to...the
presence of justice...” -- Dr. King’s 1963 Letter from Birmingham City Jail

“When | was the rabbi of the Jewish community in Berlin under the Hitler
regime, | learned many things. The most important thing that I learned...is
that bigotry and hatred are not the most urgent problem. The most urgent, the
most disgraceful, the most shameful and the most tragic problem is silence.”
--Rabbi Joachim Prinz, 1963.

About what current issues do you think people are too silent?

14
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2. Sacrifice

Q.

Think about the following situation: You worked all summer to
save for your first semester of college. You put in long hours at
a low paying job and sacrificed a lot of social activities. In
September, the leaders of a cause you believe in approach you
and need the money you earned. If you support them, you will
have to miss your first semester of college. Remember, you
believe strongly in this cause, but you have no other way of
financing your education. Describe your decision-making
process.

* Progress does not come cheap!! Many people paid huge prices to support the
civil rights cause.

Listen to the following examples of sacrifice during the civil rights movement:

A Black dentist and air force veteran were beaten and almost set on fire. A
year later shots were fired at his home with his wife and children in it.

Rabbi Jacob M. Rothschild spoke out publicly against growing racism in the
South and as a result, his temple was bombed.

A Birmingham church was bombed and four young Black girls were killed.

Goodman, Schwerner, and Chaney (three young activists) vanished and were
later found dead.

Rabbi Benjamin Goldstein was fired for speaking out for civil rights.

Esther Brown was a Jewish woman who spoke out against the inferior
education her Black housekeeper’s children were receiving. She was
threatened, her own father-in-law insulted her, a cross was burned on her
lawn, and her husband was fired from his job.




» John Lewis, currently a United States Congressman, was beaten and almost
left for dead in several civil rights demonstrations.

Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) and students from Martin Luther King , Jr. High School

New York

* Dr. King delivered his famous “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” speech in
Washington:

“Well, | don’t know what will happen now. We’ve got some difficult days
ahead. But it doesn’t matter with me now. Because I’ve been to the
mountaintop. And | don’t mind. Like anybody, | would like to live a long life.
Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about that now. | just want to
do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve
looked over. And I’ve seen the promised land. | may not get there with you.
But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people will get to the promised
land. And I’m happy, tonight. I’m not worried about anything. 1I’m not fearing
any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”

The next day Martin Luther King, Jr. was shot and killed.

Q. We talked about current issues that we think need more
attention. What price would you pay to see progress?
a bad grade?
being yelled at or called names?
being rejected by your friends?

16
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a suspension?

a job?

a beating?

jail?

pain to your family?
death?

3. Speak Out Against All Injustice

a.

Dr. King understood that people who fight for their rights are only
as honorable as their concern for the rights of all people. He said:

* “All life is interrelated...a wrong against one is a wrong
against all.”
* “If we continue to worship at the...shrine of racism...we

shall never forge a stable, enduring, and just society. Our
hearts and minds must be redirected to the hills where the
hope and promise of a redeemed humanity was born.”

Dr. King also thought bigotry was dangerous in a practical way.
He thought that separation of groups makes it easy for oppressors
to take control. He said:

“...injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. Injustice
to any people is a threat to justice to all people...for what happens
to them, happens to me — and to you; and we must be concerned.”

and

“Every Negro leader is keenly aware, from direct and personal
experience, that the segregationists and racists make no fine
distinctions between the Negro and the Jew.”

Dr. King backed up his theory with action. He actively supported
other groups when he believed in their causes even if it meant
losing some of his own support. For example:

» Dr. King spoke out against the war in Viet Nam even though
some civil rights leaders thought he was abandoning them. He
also had to go against President Johnson, a much-needed ally.



Q1:

Q2:

» Dr. King spoke out against the Soviet Union’s treatment of
Jews who were denied the right to practice their religion.

» Dr. King believed that “Israel’s right to exist as a state in
security is incontestable.” He said “...let the truth ring forth
from the high mountain tops, let it echo through the valleys of
God’s green earth: When people criticize Zionism, they mean
Jews... Anti-Semitism...has been and remains a blot on the
soul of mankind...”

* In 1968, Dr. King was organizing a multiracial
Poor People’s March to focus on poverty suffered by all people.
He was assassinated before he was able to realize this goal.

Have you ever had to choose between your belief in
fairness to all humankind and your loyalty to a specific
group to which you belong? Did any members of the
group turn against you? Imagine even a simple example:
You are having lunch with friends and someone tells a
racist joke. What happens next?

Dr. King says that the prophets set an example of
speaking the harshest truths to the closest kin. Have you
ever had to confront somebody close to you about his/her
behavior?

18
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SET A GOAL

Write down one realistic goal encompassing Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
ideals that you will accomplish in the next year.

20
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TEACHER/GROUP LEADER EVALUATION

We want to hear from you. Please answer the following questions and
return your feedback (along with the students’ evaluations) to:
The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding
One East 93" Street, Suite 1C
New York, NY 10128

1. In what ways did this guide differ from other lessons you have taught on this subject?
2. Did the material encourage meaningful discussion?
3. What was the age range of your group?
4. Was the material presented:
Age-appropriate? a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall
Visually appealing? a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall
In an organized manner? a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall

Able to be completed in the time allotted?
a. yes
b. somewhat
c. notatall

5. Do you have any suggestions for improvement? (Please continue on the back)

22
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STUDENT EVALUATION

We want to hear from you! Please answer the following questions and
return your feedback to your teacher/group leader to be mailed to:
The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding
1 East 93" Street, Suite 1C
New York, NY 10128

What is your age? Grade?

How was this guide different from other discussions/lessons you have had about
the civil rights movement?

Did you personally participate in the discussions? Why or why not?

Was the material presented:

Easy to understand?
a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall

Visually appealing?
a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall

Interesting enough to keep your attention?
a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall

In a way that helped you learn something new?
a. very
b. somewhat
c. notatall
(over)

24



5. Do you have any suggestions for improvement?

6. Please write your “goal” on this page.

25
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EXCERPT FROM THE PREFACE WRITTEN BY MARTIN
LUTHER KING 111

While much has been written about the work of my father, Rabbi Schneier
has gone to great lengths to compile the complex story of the cooperation,
and sometimes angst, between blacks and Jews during the civil rights
movement in the context of Martin Luther King Jr.’s life. From the account
of his friendship with men like the incomparable Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel and his advisers, Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel, to anti-
Semitic sentiments within the movement itself, Rabbi Schneier examines
different aspects of the relation between my father and the Jewish
community. As such, he outlines a compelling image of relations between
the two communities.

The history of Americans of African descent and Jewish descent is a story of two
groups of people who have suffered uncommon persecution but who have
persevered with uncommon faith. This is our common ground. We share the
dream of a beloved community where one can live without the threat of racism,
poverty, or violence. We share the dream of a beloved community where the worst
of the human spirit is defeated by our best. In Shared Dreams, Rabbi Schneier
reiterates our commonality, as upheld by Martin Luther King, Jr. and fuels the
reader to continue to work for the advancement of race relations among all God’s
children.

-MARTIN LUTHER KING 111

26
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Bible References

Amos (re: justice and righteousness)

Amos, one of the Jewish prophets, during the middle of the eighth century (B.C.E.),
fought for social justice, respect for the less fortunate and the defense of the weak against
the powerful.

Esther (re: willingness to sacrifice for a cause)

Esther, the main character in one of the most cherished books in Jewish literature, used
her influence as Queen of Persia to save her people from a general massacre.

Moses (re: leading slaves to freedom)

Moses fought for the freedom for the Israeli slaves of Egypt. He organized the slave
revolt and led his people to out of Egypt into freedom.

Abraham (re: questioning authority)

Abraham, leader of the Jewish people, believed that there was only one G-d. He fought
against the common belief of the day which was that there was more than one G-d.

Elijah (re: questioning authority)

Elijah, the prophet, who lived in the ninth century B.C.E. during the reign of Ahab, King
of Israel, challenged the authority of Queen Jezebel.

Jeremiah (re: questioning authority)

Jeremiah began to predict the future by telling stories throughout Jerusalem. He often
challenged the peoples beliefs at difficult times.

Leviticus (re: speak out against injustice and don’t profit by blood of neighbor)

The well known verse “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” meaning love for any
human being, summarizes much of the social ideas that are found in the Biblical book of
Leviticus. Many Jewish beleifs can be traced to the influence of this book.

Isaiah (re: seek justice and correct oppression)

28



Isaiah lived toward the end of the eighth century. He witnessed the growth of large cities
and the oppression of the poor. Isaiah was one of the first leaders to stand up for poor
people. He reminded the more fortunate that they should “strengthen the feeble-handed,
make firm the weak-kneed . . . then the blind shall see and the deaf shall hear.”
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"I’VE BEEN TO THE MOUNTAINTOP"

3 April 1968
Memphis, Tennessee

Thank you very kindly, my friends. As I listened to Ralph Abernathy and his eloquent
and generous introduction and then thought about myself, | wondered who he was talking
about. [laughter] It’s always good to have your closest friend and associate to say
something good about you, and Ralph Abernathy is the best friend that | have in the
world.

I’m delighted to see each of you here tonight in spite of a storm warning. You reveal
that you are determined (Right) to go on anyhow. (Yeah, All right) Something is
happening in Memphis, something is happening in our world. And you know, if | were
standing at the beginning of time with the possibility of taking a kind of general and
panoramic view of the whole of human history up to now, and the Almighty said to me,
"Martin Luther King, which age would you like to live in?” | would take my mental
flight by Egypt (Yeah), and | would watch God’s children in their magnificent trek from
the dark dungeons of Egypt through, or rather, across the Red Sea, through the
wilderness, on toward the Promised Land. And in spite of its magnificence, | wouldn’t
stop there. (All right)

I would move on by Greece, and take my mind to Mount Olympus. And | would see
Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, Euripides, and Aristophanes assembled around the Parthenon
[applause], and | would watch them around the Parthenon as they discussed the great and
eternal issues of reality. But | wouldn’t stop there. (Oh yeah)

| would go on even to the great heyday of the Roman Empire (Yes), and | would see
developments around there, through various emperors and leaders. But | wouldn’t stop
there. (Keep on)

| would even come up to the day of the Renaissance and get a quick picture of all that the
Renaissance did for the cultural and aesthetic life of man. But | wouldn’t stop there.
(Yeah)

I would even go by the way that the man for whom I’m named had his habitat, and |
would watch Martin Luther as he tacks his ninety-five theses on the door at the church of
Wittenberg. But | wouldn’t stop there. (All right)

| would come on up even to 1863 and watch a vacillating president by the name of

30



Abraham Lincoln finally come to the conclusion that he had to sign the Emancipation
Proclamation. But I wouldn’t stop there. (Yeah) [applause]

I would even come up to the early thirties and see a man grappling with the problems of
the bankruptcy of his nation, and come with an eloquent cry that "we have nothing to fear
but fear itself.” But I wouldn’t stop there. (All right)

Strangely enough, | would turn to the Almighty and say, "If you allow me to live just a
few years in the second half of the twentieth century, I will be happy.” [applause]

Now that’s a strange statement to make because the world is all messed up. The nation
is sick, trouble is in the land, confusion all around. That’s a strange statement. But |
know, somehow, that only when it is dark enough can you see the stars. (All right, Yes)
And | see God working in this period of the twentieth century in a way that men
in some strange way are responding. Something is happening in our world. (Yeah) The
masses of people are rising up. And wherever they are assembled today, whether they
are in Johannesburg, South Africa; Nairobi, Kenya; Accra, Ghana; New York City;
Atlanta, Georgia; Jackson, Mississippi; or Memphis, Tennessee, the cry is always the
same: "We want to be free.” [applause]

And another reason that I’m happy to live in this period is that we have been forced to a
point where we are going to have to grapple with the problems that men have been trying
to grapple with through history, but the demands didn’t force them to do it. Survival
demands that we grapple with them. (Yes) Men for years now have been talking about
war and peace. But now no longer can they just talk about it. It is no longer a choice
between violence and nonviolence in this world; it’s nonviolence or nonexistence. That
is where we are today. [applause]

And also, in the human rights revolution, if something isn’t done and done in a hurry to
bring the colored peoples of the world out of their long years of poverty, their long years
of hurt and neglect, the whole world is doomed. (All right) [applause] Now I’m just
happy that God has allowed me to live in this period, to see what is unfolding. And

I’m happy that he’s allowed me to be in Memphis. (Oh yeah)

I can remember [applause]; | can remember when Negroes were just going around, as
Ralph has said so often, scratching where they didn’t itch and laughing when they were
not tickled. [laughter, applause] But that day is all over. (Yeah) [applause] We mean
business now and we are determined to gain our rightful place in God’s world. (Yeah)
[applause] And that’s all this whole thing is about. We aren’t engaged in any negative
protest and in any negative arguments with anybody. We are saying that we are
determined to be men. We are determined to be people. (Yeah) We are saying
[applause], we are saying that we are God’s children. (Yeah) [applause] And if we are
God’s children, we don’t have to live like we are forced to live.

Now what does all of this mean in this great period of history? It means that we’ve got

to stay together. (Yeah) We’ve got to stay together and maintain unity. You know,
whenever Pharaoh wanted to prolong the period of slavery in Egypt, he had a favorite,

31



favorite formula for doing it. What was that? He kept the slaves fighting among
themselves. [applause] But whenever the slaves get together, something happens in
Pharaoh’s court, and he cannot hold the slaves in slavery. When the slaves get together,
that’s the beginning of getting out of slavery. [applause] Now let us maintain unity.

Secondly, let us keep the issues where they are. (Right) The issue is injustice. The
issue is the refusal of Memphis to be fair and honest in its dealings with its public
servants, which happen to be sanitation workers [applause]. Now we’ve got to keep
attention on that. (That’s right) That’s always the problem with a little violence. You
know what happened the other day, and the press dealt only with the window breaking.
(That’s right) 1 read the articles. They very seldom got around to mentioning the fact
that 1,300 sanitation workers are on strike, and that Memphis is not being fair to them,
and that Mayor Loeb is in dire need of a doctor. They didn’t get around to that. (Yeah)
[applause]

Now we’re going to march again, and we’ve got to march again (Yeah), in order to put
the issue where it is supposed to be (Yeah) [applause] and force everybody to see that
there are thirteen hundred of God’s children here suffering (That’s right), sometimes
going hungry, going through dark and dreary nights wondering how this thing is going to
come out. That’s the issue. (That’s right) And we’ve got to say to the nation, we know
how it’s coming out. For when people get caught up with that which is right and they are
willing to sacrifice for it, there is no stopping point short of victory. [applause]

We aren’t going to let any mace stop us. We are masters in our nonviolent movement in
disarming police forces. They don’t know what to do. I’ve seen them so often. |
remember in Birmingham, Alabama, when we were in that majestic struggle there, we
would move out of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church day after day. By the hundreds
we would move out, and Bull Connor would tell them to send the dogs forth, and they did
come. But we just went before the dogs singing, "Ain’t gonna let nobody turn me
around.” [applause] Bull Connor next would say, "Turn the fire hoses on.” (Yeah) And
as | said to you the other night, Bull Connor didn’t know history. He knew a kind of
physics that somehow didn’t relate to the trans-physics that we knew about. And that
was the fact that there was a certain kind of fire that no water could put out. [applause]
And we went before the fire hoses. (Yeah) We had known water. (All right) If we were
Baptist or some other denominations, we had been immersed. If we were Methodist and
some others, we had been sprinkled. But we knew water. That couldn’t stop us.
[applause]

And we just went on before the dogs and we would look at them, and we’d go on before
the water hoses and we would look at it. And we’d just go on singing, "Over my head, |
see freedom in the air.” (‘Yeah) [applause] And then we would be thrown in to paddy
wagons, and sometimes we were stacked in there like sardines in a can. (All right) And
they would throw us in, and old Bull would say, "Take ’em off.” And they did, and we
would just go on in the paddy wagon singing, "We Shall Overcome.” (Yeah) And every
now and then we’d get in jail, and we’d see the jailers looking through the windows
being moved by our prayers (Yes) and being moved by our words and our songs. (Yes)
And there was a power there which Bull Connor couldn’t adjust to (All right), and so we
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ended up transforming Bull into a steer, and we won our struggle in Birmingham.
[applause]

Now we’ve got to go on in Memphis just like that. | call upon you to be with us when
we go out Monday. (Yes) Now about injunctions. We have an injunction and we’re
going into court tomorrow morning (Go ahead) to fight this illegal, unconstitutional
injunction. All we say to America is be true to what you said on paper. [applause] If |
lived in China or even Russia, or any totalitarian country, maybe | could understand some
of these illegal injunctions. Maybe | could understand the denial of certain basic First
Amendment privileges, because they haven’t committed themselves to that over there.
But somewhere | read of the freedom of assembly. Somewhere | read (Yes) of the
freedom of speech. (Yes) Somewhere I read (All right) of the freedom of press. (Yes)
Somewhere | read (Yes) that the greatness of America is the right to protest for right.
[applause] And so just as | say we aren’t going to let any dogs or water hoses turn us
around, we aren’t going to let any injunction turn us around. [applause] We are going
on. We need all of you.

You know, what’s beautiful to me is to see all of these ministers of the Gospel. (Amen)
It’s a marvelous picture. (Yes) Who is it that is supposed to articulate the longings and
aspirations of the people more than the preacher? Somehow the preacher must have a
kind of fire shut up in his bones (Yes), and whenever injustice is around he must tell it.
(Yes) Somehow the preacher must be an Amos, who said, "When God speaks, who can
but prophesy?” (Yes) Again with Amos, "Let justice roll down like waters and
righteousness like a mighty stream.” (Yes) Somehow the preacher must say with Jesus,
"The spirit of the Lord is upon me (Yes), because he hath anointed me (Yes), and he's
anointed me to deal with the problems of the poor.” (Go ahead)

And | want to commend the preachers, under the leadership of these noble men: James
Lawson, one who has been in this struggle for many years. He’s been to jail for
struggling; he’s been kicked out of VVanderbilt University for this struggling; but he’s still
going on, fighting for the rights of his people. [applause] Reverend Ralph Jackson, Billy
Kiles; I could just go right on down the list, but time will not permit. But | want to thank
all of them, and | want you to thank them because so often preachers aren’t concerned
about anything but themselves. [applause] And I’m always happy to see a relevant
ministry. It’s all right to talk about long white robes over yonder, in all of its symbolism,
but ultimately people want some suits and dresses and shoes to wear down here.
[applause] It’s all right to talk about streets flowing with milk and honey, but God has
commanded us to be concerned about the slums down here and His children who can’t
eat three square meals a day. [applause] It’s all right to talk about the new Jerusalem,
but one day God’s preacher must talk about the new New York, the new Atlanta, the new
Philadelphia, the new Los Angeles, the new Memphis, Tennessee. [applause] This is
what we have to do.

Now the other thing we’ll have to do is this: always anchor our external direct action
with the power of economic withdrawal. Now we are poor people, individually we are
poor when you compare us with white society in America. We are poor. Never stop and
forget that collectively, that means all of us together, collectively we are richer than all
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the nations in the world, with the exception of nine. Did you ever think about that? After
you leave the United States, Soviet Russia, Great Britain, West Germany, France, and |
could name the others, the American Negro collectively is richer than most nations of the
world. We have an annual income of more than thirty billion dollars a year, which is
more than all of the exports of the United States and more than the national budget of
Canada. Did you know that? That’s power right there, if we know how to pool it.

(Yeah) [applause]

We don’t have to argue with anybody. We don’t have to curse and go around acting bad
with our words. We don’t need any bricks and bottles; we don’t need any Molotov
cocktails. (Yes) We just need to go around to these stores (Yes sir), and to these massive
industries in our country, (Amen) and say, "God sent us by here (All right) to say to you
that you’re not treating His children right. (That’s right) And we’ve come by here to ask
you to make the first item on your agenda fair treatment where God’s children are
concerned. Now if you are not prepared to do that, we do have an agenda that we must
follow. And our agenda calls for withdrawing economic support from you.” [applause]

And so, as a result of this, we are asking you tonight (Amen) to go out and tell your
neighbors not to buy Coca-Cola in Memphis. (Yeah) [applause] Go by and tell them not
to buy Sealtest milk. (Yeah) [applause] Tell them not to buy—what is the other bread?
—Wonder Bread. [applause] And what is the other bread company, Jesse? Tell them
not to buy Hart’s bread. [applause] As Jesse Jackson has said, up to now only the
garbage men have been feeling pain. Now we must kind of redistribute the pain.
[applause] We are choosing these companies because they haven’t been fair in their
hiring policies, and we are choosing them because they can begin the process of saying
they are going to support the needs and the rights of these men who are on strike. And
then they can move on downtown and tell Mayor Loeb to do what is right. (That’s right,
speak) [applause]

Now not only that, we’ve got to strengthen black institutions. (That’s right, Yeah) I call
upon you to take your money out of the banks downtown and deposit your money in Tri-
State Bank. (Yeah) [applause] We want a "bank-in" movement in Memphis. (Yes) Go
by the savings and loan association. 1I’m not asking you something that we don’t do
ourselves in SCLC. Judge Hooks and others will tell you that we have an account here in
the savings and loan association from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. We
are telling you to follow what we’re doing, put your money there. [applause] You have
six or seven black insurance companies here in the city of Memphis. Take out your
insurance there. We want to have an “insurance-in.” [applause] Now these are some
practical things that we can do. We begin the process of building a greater economic
base, and at the same time, we are putting pressure where it really hurts. (There you go)
And | ask you to follow through here. [applause]

Now let me say as | move to my conclusion that we’ve got to give ourselves to this
struggle until the end. (Amen) Nothing would be more tragic than to stop at this point in
Memphis. We’ve got to see it through. [applause] And when we have our march, you
need to be there. If it means leaving work, if it means leaving school, be there.
[applause] Be concerned about your brother. You may not be on strike (Yeah), but either
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we go up together or we go down together. [applause] Let us develop a kind of
dangerous unselfishness.

One day a man came to Jesus and he wanted to raise some questions about some vital
matters of life. At points he wanted to trick Jesus (That’s right), and show him that he
knew a little more than Jesus knew and throw him off base. [recording interrupted] Now
that question could have easily ended up in a philosophical and theological debate. But
Jesus immediately pulled that question from midair and placed it on a dangerous curve
between Jerusalem and Jericho. (Yeah) And he talked about a certain man who fell
among thieves. (Sure) You remember that a Levite (Sure) and a priest passed by on the
other side; they didn’t stop to help him. Finally, a man of another race came by. (Yes
sir) He got down from his beast, decided not to be compassionate by proxy. But he got
down with him, administered first aid, and helped the man in need. Jesus ended up
saying this was the good man, this was the great man because he had the capacity to
project the "I" into the "thou," and to be concerned about his brother.

Now, you know, we use our imagination a great deal to try to determine why the priest
and the Levite didn’t stop At times we say they were busy going to a church meeting, an
ecclesiastical gathering, and they had to get on down to Jerusalem so they wouldn’t be
late for their meeting. (Yeah) At other times we would speculate that there was a
religious law that one who was engaged in religious ceremonials was not to touch a
human body twenty-four hours before the ceremony. (All right) And every now and
then we begin to wonder whether maybe they were not going down to Jerusalem, or
down to Jericho, rather, to organize a Jericho Road Improvement Association. [laughter]
That’s a possibility. Maybe they felt that it was better to deal with the problem from the
causal root, rather than to get bogged down with an individual effect. [laughter]

But I’m going to tell you what my imagination tells me. It’s possible that those men
were afraid. You see, the Jericho Road is a dangerous road. (That’s right) | remember
when Mrs. King and | were first in Jerusalem. We rented a car and drove from Jerusalem
down to Jericho. (Yeah) And as soon as we got on that road | said to my wife, "I can see
why Jesus used this as the setting for his parable.” It’s a winding, meandering road.
(Yes) It’s really conducive for ambushing. You start out in Jerusalem, which is about
twelve hundred miles, or rather, twelve hundred feet above sea level. And by the time
you get down to Jericho fifteen or twenty minutes later, you’re about twenty-two hundred
feet below sea level. That’s a dangerous road. (Yes) In the days of Jesus it came to be
known as the "Bloody Pass.” And you know, it’s possible that the priest and the Levite
looked over that man on the ground and wondered if the robbers were still around. (Go
ahead) Or it’s possible that they felt that the man on the ground was merely faking
(YYeah), and he was acting like he had been robbed and hurt, in order to seize them over
there, lure them there for quick and easy seizure. (Oh yeah) And so the first question
that the priest asked, the first question that the Levite asked was, "If | stop to help this
man, what will happen to me?” (All right)

But then the Good Samaritan came by, and he reversed the question: "If | do not stop to

help this man, what will happen to him?” That’s the question before you tonight. (Yes)
Not, "If I stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to my job?” Not, "If |
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stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to all of the hours that I usually
spend in my office every day and every week as a pastor?” (Yes) The question is not, "If
| stop to help this man in need, what will happen to me?” The question is, "If | do not
stop to help the sanitation workers, what will happen to them?” That’s the question.
[applause]

Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand with a greater determination.
And let us move on in these powerful days, these days of challenge, to make America
what it ought to be. We have an opportunity to make America a better nation. (Amen)

And | want to thank God, once more, for allowing me to be here with you. (Yes sir) You
know, several years ago | was in New York City autographing the first book that | had
written. And while sitting there autographing books, a demented black woman came up.
The only question | heard from her was, "Are you Martin Luther King?” And | was
looking down writing and | said, "Yes."

The next minute | felt something beating on my chest. Before | knew it | had been
stabbed by this demented woman. | was rushed to Harlem Hospital. It was a dark
Saturday afternoon. And that blade had gone through, and the X- rays revealed that the
tip of the blade was on the edge of my aorta, the main artery. And once that’s punctured
you’re drowned in your own blood; that’s the end of you. (Yes sir) It came out in the
New York Times the next morning that if I had merely sneezed, | would have died.

Well, about four days later, they allowed me, after the operation, after my chest had been
opened and the blade had been taken out, to move around in the wheelchair in the
hospital. They allowed me to read some of the mail that came in, and from all over the
states and the world kind letters came in. | read a few, but one of them I will never
forget. | had received one from the president and the vice president; 1’ve forgotten what
those telegrams said. 1’d received a visit and a letter from the governor of New York, but
I’ve forgotten what that letter said. (Yes)

But there was another letter (All right) that came from a little girl, a young girl who was
a student at the White Plains High School. And | looked at that letter and I’ll never
forget it. It said simply, "Dear Dr. King: | am a ninth-grade student at the White Plains
High School.” She said, "While it should not matter, | would like to mention that I’m a
white girl. 1 read in the paper of your misfortune and of your suffering. And I read that if
you had sneezed, you would have died. And I’m simply writing you to say that I’m so
happy that you didn’t sneeze.” (Yes) [applause]

And | want to say tonight [applause], | want to say tonight that I, too, am happy that I
didn’t sneeze. Because if | had sneezed, (All right) I wouldn’t have been around here in
1960 (Well), when students all over the South started sitting-in at lunch counters. And |
knew that as they were sitting in, they were really standing up (Yes sir) for the best in the
American dream and taking the whole nation back to those great wells of democracy,
which were dug deep by the founding fathers in the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution.
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If I had sneezed (Yes), | wouldn’t have been around here in 1961, when we decided to
take a ride for freedom and ended segregation in interstate travel. (All right)

If I had sneezed (Yes), | wouldn’t have been around here in 1962, when Negroes in
Albany, Georgia, decided to straighten their backs up. And whenever men and women
straighten their backs up, they are going somewhere, because a man can’t ride your back
unless it is bent.

If I had sneezed [applause], if | had sneezed, | wouldn’t have been here in 1963 (All
right), when the black people of Birmingham, Alabama, aroused the conscience of this
nation and brought into being the Civil Rights Bill.

If I had sneezed, | wouldn’t have had a chance later that year, in August, to try to tell
America about a dream that | had had. (Yes)

If I had sneezed [applause], | wouldn’t have been down in Selma, Alabama, to see the
great movement there.

If I had sneezed, | wouldn’t have been in Memphis to see a community rally around
those brothers and sisters who are suffering. (Yes) 1I’m so happy that | didn’t sneeze.

And they were telling me. [applause] Now it doesn’t matter now. (Go ahead) It really
doesn’t matter what happens now. | left Atlanta this morning, and as we got started on
the plane—there were six of us—the pilot said over the public address system: "We are
sorry for the delay, but we have Dr. Martin Luther King on the plane. And to be sure that
all of the bags were checked, and to be sure that nothing would be wrong on the plane,
we had to check out everything carefully. And we’ve had the plane protected and guarded
all night.”

And then I got into Memphis. And some began to say the threats, or talk about the
threats that were out (Yeah), or what would happen to me from some of our sick white
brothers. Well, I don’t know what will happen now; we’ve got some difficult days ahead.
(Amen) But it really doesn’t matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop.
(Yeah) [applause] And I don’t mind. [applause continues] Like anybody, I would like to
live a long life—longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about that now. 1 just
want to do God’s will. (Yeah) And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. (Go
ahead) And I’ve looked over (Yes sir), and I’ve seen the Promised Land. (Go ahead) |
may not get there with you. (Go ahead) But | want you to know tonight, (Yes) that we,
as a people, will get to the Promised Land. [applause] (Go ahead. Go ahead) And so I’m
happy tonight; I’m not worried about anything; I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. [applause]
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| am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. [applause]

Fivescore years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today,
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon
light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. [Audience:] (My Lord) One
hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of
segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on
a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One
hundred years later (My Lord) [applause], the Negro is still languished in the corners of
American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we’ve come here
today to dramatize a shameful condition.

In a sense we've come to our nation’s capital to cash a check. When the architects of our
republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence (Yeah), they were signing a promissory note to which every American was
to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men,
would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights of Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.” It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation,
America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked
"insufficient funds.” [sustained applause]

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt . (My Lord) [laughter] (Sure
enough) We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of
opportunity of this nation. And so we’ve come to cash this check (Yes), a check that will
give us upon demand the riches of freedom (Yes) and the security of justice. [applause]

We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of

now. This is no time (My Lord) to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the
tranquilizing drug of gradualism. [applause] Now is the time to make real the promises
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of democracy. (My Lord) Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of
segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time [applause] to lift our
nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is
the time [applause] to make justice a reality for all of God’s children.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering
summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating
autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning.
And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content
will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. [applause] There
will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship
rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until
the bright day of justice emerges.

But there is something that | must say to my people, who stand on the warm threshold
which leads into the palace of justice: In the process of gaining our rightful place, we
must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by
drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. (My Lord) [applause] We must forever
conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our
creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to
the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. The marvelous new
militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all
white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today,
have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. [applause] And they
have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot
walk alone.

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. We
cannot turn back. There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will
you be satisfied?" (Never)

We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors
of police brutality. We can never be satisfied [applause] as long as our bodies, heavy
with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the
hotels of the cities. [applause] We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro’s basic
mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as our
children are stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating "for
whites only.” [applause] We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot
vote and a Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. (Yes)
[applause] No, no, we are not satisfied and we will not be satisfied until "justice rolls
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.” [applause]

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations.
(My Lord) Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you have come
from areas where your quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution
(Yes) and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of
creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.
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Go back to Mississippi (Yes), go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to
Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities,
knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed. (Yes) Let us not wallow
in the valley of despair.

| say to you today, my friends [applause], so even though we face the difficulties of
today and tomorrow, | still have a dream. (Yes) It is a dream deeply rooted in the
American dream.

| have a dream that one day (Yes) this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of
its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” (Yes)
[applause]

| have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the
sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

| have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat
of injustice (Well), sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an
oasis of freedom and justice.

| have a dream (Well) [applause] that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
character. (My Lord) | have a dream today. [applause]

| have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor
having his lips dripping with the words of "interposition” and "nullification™ (Yes), one
day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with
little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. | have a dream today. [applause]

| have a dream that one day "every valley shall be exalted (Yes), and every hill and
mountain shall be made low; the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places
will be made straight (Yes); and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together.” (Yes)

This is our hope. This is the faith that | go back to the South with. (Yes) With this faith
we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. (Yes) With this
faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful
symphony of brotherhood. (Talk about it) With this faith (My Lord) we will be able to
work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for
freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. [applause] This will be the day
[applause continues], this will be the day when all of God’s children (Yes) will be able to
sing with new meaning:

My country, ’tis of thee (Yes), sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing.

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride (Yes),
From every mountainside, let freedom ring!
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And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true.

And so let freedom ring (Yes) from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York.

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. (Yes, That's right)
Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado. (Well)

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. (Yes)

But not only that: Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. (Yes)

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. (Yes)

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. (Yes)

From every mountainside, let freedom ring. [applause]

And when this happens [applause continues], when we allow freedom ring, when we let it
ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city (Yes), we will
be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words

of the old Negro spiritual:

Free at last! (Yes) Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! [applause]
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SHARED DREAMS
Martin Luther King, Jr. & The Jewish Community

BY RABBI MARC SCHNEIER
PRESIDENT, THE FOUNDATION FOR ETHNIC UNDERSTANDING

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION TOPICS

PROMOTING CHANGE

“Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we
stand, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree
came as a great beacon of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been
seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak
to end the long night of captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro is still not free; one hundred years
later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of
segregation and the chains of discrimination; one hundred years later, the
Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of
material prosperity; one hundred years later, the Negro is still languishing in
the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land.
So we have come here today to dramatize a shameful condition.”

-- King on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, Washington, August 28, 1963.

QL. Do you think most people in your community understand
that slavery and discrimination are still impacting the
lives of African Americans today?

Q2. How is it possible that there are such long-standing
effects from slavery and discrimination despite laws
promoting equality?

“Tomorrow’s promises are not enough. It did not help the Christians facing
death in Rome to know that tomorrow all would be changed. The tortured
prisoners of the Inquisition were not aided by any promise of a free future.
Much closer to my heart is this aching thought. How could it help the
prisoner if the Nazi guard said, ‘Don’t worry — tomorrow will be a brighter
day,’ as he turned on the gas.



It is not enough to sit quietly and agree. Cain was wrong, he was his
brother’s keeper. Every man is has an obligation to every other man. | can
not be satisfied to sit comfortably in committee rooms and chambers. There
has to come a time in my life to prove to myself that | am what | profess to
be. I must be counted and I must be visible.” -- Don G. Lebby, before
leaving for the march in Montgomery, March 1965.

QL. How do you judge whether your own personal actions
are furthering the progress of an important cause?

Q2. How do you recognize complacency?

Martin Luther King, Jr. believed in the philosopher Camus’ ideal: “Be
neither victim nor executioner.”

Dr. King understood that activism created several moral dilemmas:

a. In the first place, he believed that nonviolent action
(e.g. publicizing the brutality against African Americans and White
supporters) was the best way to effect change. However, this
meant allowing innocent people to get hurt.

b. Secondly, Dr. King was aware that many in the African American
community would disagree with his non-violent approach. Some
people felt that non-violence was too complacent. Dr. King
strongly felt the same frustrations as these people but did not think
violence was the answer.

» Strategically, violence alienates many people who might
otherwise support the cause — instead of being in the right,
you become the “executioner”.

» Spiritually, Dr. King stated:

“When | speak of love | am not speaking of some
sentimental and weak response...[but] of that force which
all of the great religions have seen as the supreme
unifying principle of life...Let us hope that this spirit will
become the order of the day.”

Q1. How would you advise someone who was getting very
frustrated with the obstacles he/she faces and is
considering turning to violence?
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Q2.

Have you ever heard anyone in your community complain
that a group was being too impatient about change? How
would you help this person understand the group’s
impatience? What are the possible consequences of not
taking the group’s concerns and frustrations seriously?

[Hint: When is it most likely for extremist groups to find followers?]
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SHARED DREAMS
Martin Luther King, Jr. & The Jewish Community

BY RABBI MARC SCHNEIER
PRESIDENT, THE FOUNDATION FOR ETHNIC UNDERSTANDING

HISTORICAL SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN AFRICAN AMERICANS AND JEWS

1.  *“ My people were brought to America in chains. Your people were driven
here to escape the chains fashioned for them in Europe. Our unity is born of
our common struggle for centuries, not only to rid ourselves of bondage, but
to make oppression of any people by others an impossibility.” -- King, 1958,
addressing the American Jewish Congress.

Congressmembers Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Tx) and Bob Filner (D-Ca)

Q1. Jewish people often feel they can identify with the
oppression of African Americans, but some
African Americans resent them for it. What do both
groups need to understand about each other?

Q2. Why do you think it was so important to Dr. King that we
understand that both groups faced a long history of severe
oppression?

Q3. What do you think made it easier for Jewish people than



for African Americans to attain social mobility and status
in America despite a tradition of oppression?

Answer: Jewish people progressed more quickly because:
1) They came by choice
2) They could assimilate more easily
3) Their families and social structures were not systematically
destroyed

Dr. King said there is a myth among some in the African American
community that Jews attained social mobility and status because they had
money. Dr. King, of course, realized that discrimination against

African Americans was even worse, yet he felt that Jewish perseverance was
a good model. Dr. King wanted oppression never to be an excuse for
mediocrity but rather a motivator to fight even harder. He noted the
following reasons for Jewish progress:

QL.

Q2.

Q3.

Jewish people had a tradition of education combined with social and
political action and were willing to make great sacrifices to progress.

Millions of Jews, despite poverty, made a point of being socially and
politically active.

Jewish people recognized that social and political action could be a
life raft against despair even in the face of discrimination.

Do you think your community currently adheres to this
model?

If not, what suggestions would you make in your
community so that people can follow this model more
closely?

What additions or changes would you make to this model?
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SHARED DREAMS
Martin Luther King, Jr. & The Jewish Community

BY RABBI MARC SCHNEIER
PRESIDENT, THE FOUNDATION FOR ETHNIC UNDERSTANDING

SOMETIMES WE DISAPPOINT EACH OTHER:
HOW CAN WE MEND OUR MISTAKES?

This section contains some very sensitive and difficult material. Make sure
you take the time to discuss this material fully! You will be asked to talk
about prejudices and stereotypes. Some people might think it is a bad idea
to say these things aloud. Some people might think this will increase
conflict. However, that is only true if the conversation stops there.

It is important to continue the conversation past the stereotypes and
bitterness. It is only by honestly addressing these issues that we can hope to
move past them. The goal is to move towards a greater understanding of
others, to embrace our commonalities, and to discover ways to mend our
mistakes.

Both groups have made mistakes in their relationships with each other. We can try
to understand how these mistakes happened. We can try to remember that, as
human beings, we face difficult situations and our solutions are not always perfect.

1. Jewish Hesitancy to Get Involved

While many people in the Jewish community did get involved in the civil
rights movement, Dr. King was disappointed that there was not more
participation by the Jewish institutions. Dr. King sent a telegram to the
Central Conference of American Rabbis asking for their support in a
protest. Out of the hundreds of rabbis at the conference, only 16 came to
help.

A common reason given by many Jews who were hesitant to get involved
was that the Jewish position in society was just one small step above the
Black position in society. Jews were working very hard to fit in. Many
were afraid that helping with the Black cause would make their own
situation even worse.
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Think of the following example: You are new to a team (or
other group) and you are having a hard time fitting in.
People are just beginning to accept you when a new
student enters the group. The other students are not
accepting this new student at all — and are actually being
cruel to him or her. You know in your heart that you
should reach out to this student but you are worried that
you will then be rejected. Talk about your thought process
as you make this difficult decision.

A second reason is even harder to discuss. Some Jewish people did
not want to fully integrate with the Black community. The following
is an example of a very disturbing response to Dr. King’s request by
one of the rabbis:

“The real reason for my refusal...is more than the sum of my
personal inadequacies...When | said no, | meant it. No — 1 do not
really wish to work with you! 1 do not wish to swim with you! 1 do
not wish to go to jail with you! | do not wish to eat your food or be
one of you!”

Sometimes it is hard to admit to prejudices in our own
communities. It is easier to say, “They are prejudiced
against me.” Why is it important to acknowledge our own
prejudices and how they limit inter-racial relations? In
other words, look hard and honestly in the mirror. Name
one prejudice you might have that could limit your ability
to fully interact with another community. This is a very
hard question. Do your best to be honest. IT IS ONLY BY
HONESTLY ASSESSING OUR OWN PREJUDICES THAT
WE CAN EVER MOVE FORWARD.

In 1963, more than 1,000 Black children marched in Birmingham.
Police let dogs loose and aimed high-pressure fire hoses at the
children. The children were literally thrown into the air and were
bitten by dogs. Finally, the American public could no longer accept
the brutality and people began to get more involved.
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* One rabbi used the following comparison: *“God finally forced
Moses to look at the [burning] bush and Moses looked at it until the
fire of that bush burned within him. With that fire within, Moses
took the first steps toward redeeming his people.”

-- Rabbi Jack Bloom, 1963.

Q.  Can you think of a time when you first hesitated to
become involved in a cause but were finally swayed?
What was the turning point? What could you no longer
tolerate?

Anti-Semitism

In 1964, a book called Judaism Without Embellishment was published in
the Soviet Union. This book expressed anti-Jewish ideas such as: Judaism
promotes hypocrisy, bribery, and greed; Jews think they are

better because they are the “chosen people”.

Some people in the Black community accepted these ideas. Malcolm X
once even said that the six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust had
"brought it on themselves.” Some in the Black community believed that
Jews were guilty of living on Black dollars. Others condemned Jews as
"Christ-killers".

Dr. King was completely against these ideas. He said "...black people,
who have been tortuously burned in the crucible of hatred for centuries,
should have become so purified of hate in those scorching flames as to be
instinctively intolerant of intolerance.” He found anti-Jewish statements
to be "anti-man and anti-God."

Q1. Many people who have worked on Black-Jewish relations
were disappointed to see that many of these feelings have
festered and continue to thrive today. In August 2000,
Joseph Lieberman was selected as the Vice Presidential
candidate. A few African American people expressed
anti-Semitic feelings about his candidacy that were
publicized in the media. Were you surprised?

Q2. What do you think these two groups can do to reduce
misunderstandings and prejudice?
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