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FOREWORD BY HUGH PRICE
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

It has been both an honor and a pleasure to provide the foreword for The
Foundation for Ethnic Understanding’ sfirst four Annua reports on black/Jewish
Rdationsin the United States. | remain equally pleased to do so for thisfifth edition. The
year 2000 sgnified alandmark in black/Jewish relions as to which this comprehensive
sudy certanly attests.

In my inaugura address as President of the Urban League, | stated, “Millions of
whites have joined usin our protracted quest for racid, socid, and economic justice.
None has matched the Jewish community as long distance runnersin the civil rights
movement.” Over the past Sx years, notable sirides have been made in sirengthening
relations between blacks and Jews. Thisistruly aproduct of hard work from many
different communities. | am extremely proud of the contributions the Urban League
movement has made during my tenure in cregting a harmonious and inclusive society.
Urban League affiliates have been deeply involved from New York to Los Angeles.
Coadlitions have been built from the ground up and key didogue has occurred on both the
loca and nationd levels. Thisis evidenced by the record number of joint celebrations of
Passover and joint commemorations of Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Day that brought
Blacks and Jews together in the year 2000.

Common interest was a defining characterigtic in relations between Jews and
Africanr Americansin the year 2000. Many of the instances shaping relations between
Blacks and Jews occurred within the greater political context of the presidentia election.
The nomination of Senator Joseph Lieberman as Vice Presdent Al Gorée' s running mate
was a perfect indication of how far we have come and how much work we have to do.
Certain extreme factions used the nomination to incite tensons between the two
communities, but the vast mgority of Africant American and Jewish leaders were
overwhemingly supportive of the nomination, which broke barriers for minority
candidates in American politics. Jews and African Americans aso joined hands to protest
voter disenfranchisement in Horida, rally for gun control laws, support the victims of
hate crimes, and engage in didogue.

The year 2000 also saw Rabbi Marc Schneler, President of The Foundation for
Ethnic Understanding, chronicle the history of Black/Jewish relaions during the civil
rights movement in his fascinating book Shared Dreams. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
The Jewish Community. | applaud Rabbi Schneler and The Foundation for Ethnic
Understanding for bringing the history of Black/Jewish collaboration to the forefront and
for providing a program that distributed copies of Shared Dreamsto over three thousand
influentid political, community, and reigious leaders. | am aso excited about the
prospects of the Shared Dreams Curriculum Guide Program, which in 2001 will
introduce thousands of students to the history of Black/Jewish collaboration.

The Foundation's Annual Report on Black/Jewish Relations in the United States
performs an indispensable public service by chronicling the arduous and effective work



of people of good will, al across America, to repair any breaches that may exist and lay a
foundation of trust between the two communities. While the ugly redlity of racidly
motivated fires, shootings, vandalism, and such recelve immeasurable media attention,

the utter normalcy of everyday life often goes unreported. Thisimportant report however
recognizes that the detalls of everyday life should be included because they comprise the
best indicators of how Americans of dl races actudly interrdate: these data hold the keys
to promoating and fogtering racid harmony. Thisingghtful compendium documents the
positive direction of Black/Jewish relations.

On both the loca and nationd levels, we, the Urban Leaguers, have had the honor
and pleasure of collaborating with dlies like The Foundation For Ethnic Understanding,
The Nationa Conference, The Nationa Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, The Anti-Defamation League, The World Jewish Congress, Dillard University,
The American Jewish Committee, and many others. This partnership has brought our
respective communities closer together and propelled America forward.

On behdf of the Urban League and the African- American and Jewish
communities, | salute and thank Rabbi Marc Schneier and The Foundation for Ethnic
Understanding for cataloguing the progress and setbacks of Black-Jewish relationsin the
year 2000.



INTRODUCTION

The Foundation For Ethnic Understanding is extremely proud to present this year’s
5™ Annual Report on Black/Jewish Relations in the United States. This comprehensive
review demongtrates that numerous diligent people are working harder than ever to bring
communities together, increase understanding, and foster racial harmony.

Five years ago, in the introduction to the initid Annual Report on Black/Jewish
Relations in the United States, | discussed the idea that certain myths — supposed truths based
on misperceptions and misunderstandings — had come in many ways to define the “ State of
the Union” between African-Americans and Jews in the United States. Each report has
dispelled many myths and misperceptions by presenting an unsensationalized — vdid —
evauation of the “State of the Union,” and likewise, has created a mechanism of assessing
and monitoring our progress towards unity. Each year since 1996, these reports have
documented an impressive amount of data on the movement towards aliance, cooperation,
and common cause that has devel oped between the Jewish and AfricantAmerican
communities.

This year, cooperation and shared experience were defining elements of the
relationship between AfricanrAmericans and Jews. As any other, this year had its share of
conflicts, but these were far outweighed by the efforts of community, religious, economic,
and political leadersto form coditions based on mutual interest and discover cultural
similarities and differences. This year Blacks and Jews joined hands to rally against gun
violence, work for hate crime legidation, protest voter disenfranchisement in Florida, and
share holidays together.

Significantly, there has been an immense response from students, teachers, and
community leadersto Shared Dreams, The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding’s
Curriculum Guide Program. In my book, | attempted to shed new light on the story of
commitment and the relationship between the Africantr American and Jewish communities
during the civil rights era. With the curriculum guide project, the foundation’s god isto
transform this powerful story of black/Jewish cooperation in the civil rights movement into
an educationa vehicle strengthening relations between Jewish and African American
students. Over 12,000 students at over 350 high schools have participated in discussions,
exercises, and workshops as part of the program that builds bridges of understanding by
teaching our shared history to African-American and Jewish youths.

Over the past five years, | have been pleased to see a growing sense of closeness,
common interest, and shared history between Jews and African-Americansin the United
States. | am continualy inspired by the enormous enthusiasm and passion that young people,
community leaders, spiritua communities, elected officials, and business leaders have
relentlessly put forth in order to build coditions and foster racia harmony throughout
America.

Rabbi Marc Schneier
Presdent, The Foundation For Ethnic Under standing



OVERVIEW:
THE STATE OF BLACK/JEWISH
RELATIONSIN THE YEAR 2000

Thefifth anniversary edition of thisreport chronicles the state of black/Jewish relations
in the firgt year of the new millennium. Asin previous reports, it isimportant to kegp in
mind that the basis of the report is media articles, interethnic webstes, community affairs
bulletins, pamphlets, and individua submissions from organizations working in inter-
group relations. Four categories are represented: Cooperation, Conflict, Shared
Experiences, and Human Interest. Articles were included if they identified adirect
interaction between people in the Africant American and Jewish communities or if the
issue addressed impacted both communities. Asin past years, the mgjority of the articles
were positive in nature.

Rabbi Wohl and the Rev. Vernon Shannon, co-authors of Srangers and Neighbors:
Teaching and Writing About Blacks and Jews, explained the process of meaningful
interaction between Blacks and Jewsin their book, “Thetrick is, you create friendly
interaction, you relate to people asindividuas on asocid levd, firgt, before tackling big,
abstract questions...We — Africant Americans and Jews — formed friendships that were
quite natura. Then we could St down and discuss difficult issues, after we had shared
enjoyable activities” We discovered in the research of our annua report that
communities have engaged in these enjoyable activities for saverd years now and many
have begun the arduous and dow process of tackling the “difficult issues.”

The sheer numbers of articles dedling with black/Jewish relations increased around
severd defining events throughout the year. In January, Martin Luther King, J.'s
birthday was atime of interactive celebrations across the country including Los Angeles,
Santa Monica, Atlanta, D.C., Philadelphia, and Kansas City. The mgjority of these
celebrations were interfaith events where members of a specific church and temple came
together. Some cities planned specid volunteer activities. In Concord, New Hampshire,
public facilities were closed for the first timein higtory to honor Dr. King's memory.

April was another time of joint celebration around the country. People from both
communities in Chicago, Boston, Omaha, Atlanta, Los Angdes, and New Rochelle
gathered together for Passover Seders. Many of these celebrations were started some
years ago and organizers reported seeing participation rise over the years. Passover isa
time of joint celebration because it is the Jewish celebration of escape from davery. The
biblica themes of seeking freedom and questioning the status quo were dso asignificant
foundation for the civil rights movement. Histories of oppression and struggling for
freedom are commondties that bind the two groups. Thus, shared Seders are ways the
groups can express support for their continued commitment to freedom and equdity.

During the summer, students gathered in camps and other forumsto bridge barriers. In
the Leand- Johnson Common Vision Program, high school students “talk honestly about
stereotypes, durs, and topics that are often difficult to address.” Operation Understanding
brought African- American and Jewish teens together on a cross-country trip visiting



higtoricd sights and landmarks. Every day concluded with group reflection and
discussions that were “ often contentious but thought provoking.”

In August, the topic of black/Jewish relaions flared again in the mediawith the
nomination of Senator Joseph Lieberman on the Democratic Vice-Presidential ticket.
Many African- American leaders such as Rev. Jesse Jackson and Rev. Al Sharpton
praised the choice as a breaking down of barriers for dl Americans. Some African+
American leaders were concerned about Lieberman’s positions on affirmative action and
school choice programs. However, subsequent discussions focused on the specific issues,
and the Congressional Black Caucus decided to endorse his candidacy. While there were
afew negative comments made about the Lieberman choice, these comments were
soundly denounced by important Africant American leaders. As Rabbi Schneler sated,
“We must distance ourselves from the rhetoric and diatribe of afew who look to
exacerbate tensons between our two communities.”

Politics again contributed to arise in mediareports on this topic in September and in
November. In September, two local New Y ork Congressiond district eections saw
Black Americans and Jewish Americans competing for votes. In one of the eections, race
actudly became an issue in anegative way. But the mgor media political focus was, of
course, the Florida Presidentia eection. Members of both the Africant American and
Jewish communities believed they had been disenfranchised in Florida. Whatever the
“truth” of that incident may be, it is clear that members of both of these communities
believe the outcome was that their voices were not fully heard.

Some themes hit the news repeatedly throughout the year. Shared experiences were
unfortunately primearily experiences of negdtivity agang both communitiesincdluding a
surprising number of comments by public figures. A federa judge was caught passing
disparaging and racist notes to his clerk during trias, and an Arizona State legidator
made blatant anti- Semitic and racidly offensve comments. In this edition, there are eight
ingtances of comments of this nature by public figures. Vanddism was the next largest
category. Thankfully, there were very few reported instances of violence or threats
againg members of both communities or even between the communities. In fact, an
accident occurred, smilar to the one that sparked the Crown Heights disaster years ago,
but failed to eicit asmilar violent response. Articles about hate crime gatigtics and
legidation was another issue of common interest to the two groups.

Human interest themes included book publications, exhibits, and artistic endeavors that
focused on black/Jewish interaction. Articles about people such asthe Hebrew |sradlites
and African Jews who are of both African descent and descendants of the twelve tribes of
|sradl were interesting additions to this section. Also included was news about desths,
retirements, and promotions of people who were active participantsin this field.

Two controversia issues that appeared repeatedly over the year were the issues of
gpologiesreparations for Africant Americans due to davery and the reationship of
Minister Louis Farrakhan to the Jewish community. The issue of reparations and an
gpology for davery could become a source of cooperation between the two communities
as African- American leaderships grapple with the issue s political and socid exigencies.
Concerning Minigter Farrakhan, the Jewish community remains wary as to whether or not



to engage in a didogue with this enigmétic leader. Recently, Minister Farrakhan let it be
know that he wants to open a dialogue with Jewish leadersin order to find away to hed
the relationship between the two communities. At thistime, very few Jewish leaders are
willing to meet with the Minister until he gpologies for anti- Semitic comments he has
madein the past. Y et, some leaders are guardedly optimistic. The World Jewish Congress
recently supported The Foundation's effort to meet with the Minister privately to

honestly discuss with him the state of the relationship. Following this meeting, Minister
Farrakhan gave a speech at the Hip Hop Summit in New Y ork that demonstrated a
genuine attempt to understand the concerns of the Jewish community.

As another summer gpproaches, some students will likely come together again in camps
and other forums to face head- on the tough issues. We will ask our children to look hard
at themsdlves for sgns of prejudice they did not even redize were there. We will ask
them to speak with each other, to learn more about each other’s communities, and to
learn about what matters to each other. We will ask our children not to censure their
negetive thoughts but to put them on the table -- to ask openly about stereotypes and
misperceptions -- in the hopes of getting through the conflict to a place of greater
understanding. We will ask our children to have these difficult discussonsin the service
of building bridges between the African American and Jewish communities. If weasa
society areto live up to the idedls of tolerance and equdity for which this nation was
founded, it isimperative that what we ask of our children, we in turn ask of oursdves.

[Pl

Ann Barrett, Ph.D.
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The Foundation for Ethnic Under standing Distributes
Three Thousand Copies of Shared Dreams

The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding distributed three thousand free copies of Rabbi
Marc Schneler’ s groudbreaking text, Shared Dreams. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
The Jewish Community, to influentiad politicians, religious leeders, and community
leaders across America. The book presentsthe full story of Dr. King's involvement with
the Jawish community including aforeword by Martin Luther King I11. Prior to its
publication, many had viewed Jewish participation in the civil rights movement in
somewhat patriarchal terms. In contrast however, thistext presents the relationship as
reciproca, chronicling Dr. King's stances on the plight of Soviet Jewry, his support of
the State of I1sradl, and his vehement criticism of anti- Semitiam in his own community.
Kwes Mfume, president and CEO of the NAACP commented, "One of the most
important books I've read this year. Rabbi Schneier thoughtfully illustrates the depth of
the friendship between Dr. King and our Jewish brothers and ssters, thus providing us
with afresh and bold new perspective on both abeloved civil rights leader and a most
revolutionary timein our history. This book also takes greet care to explore the

commundity of the struggle for equdlity.”
January 2000
New York, NY

Vice President Meetswith New York’s
Black, Jewish, and Gay Leaders

Vice Presdent Al Gore met with over two hundred of New Y ork’ s leading African
American, Jewish, and gay elected officiasto discuss avariety of issues ranging from
racid profiling, gaysin the military, the employment non-discrimination act, and
education funding. Gore also promised, that if dected, his administration would be more
forthright in degling with repested complaints of police brutdity. Through these
mesetings, Gore sought to solidify his political base for the Democratic Presdentia
Primary where he faced former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley.

January 11, 2000
New York, NY

NCCJ Joinswith the SCLC to
Host Interfaith Prayer Breakfast

Thisannua breskfast, hosted by the National Conference for Community and Justice
(formerly the Nationd Conference of Chrigtians and Jews) and the Southern Chrigtian
Leadership Conference, honored the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The event
focused on the role of religious indtitutions in fostering socid change. Reverend James
Lawson, aclose former associate of the dain civil rights leader, gave the keynote address.
In addition, Holman United Methodist Church hosted this event for the second
consecutive yeer.

January 13, 2000

Los Angeles, CA



Atlanta’ s Blacks and Jews Come
Together for Joint Shabbat Service

As part of aweekend program commemorating the life of civil rights leader Dr. Martin
Luther King, J., Atlanta s Jewish community shared Shabbat services with members of
Atlanta s African- American community. Rabbi Alvin Sugarman was joined by Rev.
Gerdd Durley and his congregeation from Providence Missonary Church in celebrating
both the Hebrew day of rest aswell as the anniversary of Dr. King's birthday.

January 14, 2000

Atlanta, GA

Ethnic Institute L aunched

In an effort to rebuild partnerships and stabilize relationships between the Jewish and
Africant American communities of Portland, the American Jewish Committee, the
NAACP, and the Oregon Commission on Black Affairs launched the Ethnic Ingtitute,
The Indtitute brings leaders of the two communities together to share experiences, get to
know each other, and find common ground. To engender trust between the two
communities, the project encourages each community to learn from their respective
higtories, successes, and fallures. Susan Abravand of the AJC said, “This group was put
together to try to resolve some of the wounds, and distancing created over recent years

and to redly get to know one another and decide where we go with this.”
January 15, 2000
Portland, OR

“ All Peoples’ Breakfast Commemor ates
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The American Jewish Committee, the Metropolitan Detroit Chapter, and the Detroit
Urban League held the seventh annuad Martin Luther King, J. "All Peoples' breskfast
this past January 15". The program, held a the Urban League's offices, and brought
together over two hundred and fifty Jews and Africant Americans from the Detroit area.
U.S. Didtrict Court Judge Denise Page Hood, the first African American judgeto join the

Eagtern Didrict of Michigan bench in thirteen years, keynoted the breakfast.
January 15, 2000
Cleveland, OH



Jews and African-Americans
Commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

For the second straight year, Congregation Beth Shir Shalom of Santa Monicajoined
with the First African Methodist Episcopa Church in ceebrating the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, J. In addition, Congregation Beth Shir Shalom, under the leadership of
Rabbi Neil Commess-Danidls, hosted a Friday night service attended by the African
Methodist Congregation with the theme of “Dreaming Together” to honor the late aivil
rights leader. This service featured music by the Firgt African Methodist Choir, Tish
Tones, and the Beth Shir Shdom musicians. The next morning, the First African
Methodist Church hosted the Beth Shir Shalom Congregation at a service, which blended
the traditions, mores, and music of both congregations. Rabbi Commess-Danids was
quoted as saying, “We want to assure for ourselves and for our children that the
communication and the power of the connection between the African-American
community and the Jewish community will be strengthened.”

January 15-16, 2000
Santa Monica, CA

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

Over fifteen thousand volunteers participated in community service activitiesto
commemorate the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, J. The event was organized by the
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia and brought together people of dl racesin
order to improve their community and combat discrimination and racism. The volunteers
were sent to different projects around the city ranging from the beautification of a
recrestion center, work at senior centers, literacy programs, and various student projects
organized with The Jewish Community High School (JCHS) of Gratz College. JCHS has
participated in Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Day of Service for well over adecade.

January 17, 2000
Philadelphia, PA

African-Americans and Jews Come Together
for aJoint Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute

Approximately seven hundred people from the Philadel phia area and surrounding suburbs
attended a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. tribute service held a Temple Beth Or in Spring
House, Pennsylvania. The tribute, lead by Rabbi Gregory S. Marx with Rev. Charles
Quann of Bethlehem Baptist Church, provided the opportunity for vadtly different ethnic
and religious communities to honor Dr. King's memory by coming together in the spirit
for which helived. The annud tribute aso gives the communities a chance to experience
asmdl sampling of another religious culture. The Concert Choir of Ebenezer Methodist
Church of Norristown and the Men's Choair of Bethlehem Baptist Church performed
musicd interludes for the program.

January 17, 2000
Spring House, PA



Kansas City Children Come Together
to Commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Fifteen hundred children representing every race, religion, and ethnicity came together at
Temple B’'nal Jehudah for the fifth annua Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Y outh Day
Cdebration. Activities for the day included multicultural dance performances, puppet
shows, art projects, and discussions about Dr. King and his message of non-violence.
Candice Harrison of Kansas Harmony, a co-sponsor of the event, noted that the day
should emphasize the strides we have made in overcoming racid barriers and differences.
Thus, as atribute and commemoration to the youths' effortsin reinforcing racid

harmony, Harrison declared, “Thereis atime and place to teach about stereotypes and

prejudice. But this a celebration.”
January 17, 2000
Kansas City, MO

King' s Spirit Ingpires Community Activism

Hundreds of young people convened at the Lincoln Memorid, Site of the legendary 1963
civil rights march that culminated in Dr. Martin Luther King, J.’s“| Have A Dream”
gpeech. The students rdlied for a short while before splitting up into groups and putting
into practice the theme of the day’ s festivities; throughout the event they exclaimed,
“Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day On, Not a Day off!” The students and volunteers
proceeded to participate in various community projects. For instance, Operation
Understanding brought Jewish and Black teenagersto . Elizabeth’ s Hospital for needed
renovations. In addition, the students renovated a shelter for the homeless that was ran by
the Community for Creative Non-Violence. Lastly, sudents cleaned up trash along routes

named after Dr. King.
January 17, 2000
Washington, DC

Students Volunteer Their Time
on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

For the first time, Concord, New Hampshire commemorated the life of Martin Luther
King, J. by closing schools and public facilities. More than five hundred students of al
races and creeds spent the day volunteering. Activities were divided between feeding the

homeless and helping senior citizens.
January 17, 2000
Concord, NH



Al Sharpton Condemns Anti-Semitic Comments

Rev. Al Sharpton, Presdent of The National Action Network, denounced statements
made by Rev. Charles Norris at his Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. commemoration.
Sharpton, who in the past has been accused of anti- Semitism particularly dueto hisrole
in the Crown Heights incident in 1991, called the statement insensitive to Jews and
expressed his resentment that the reverend would use his platform to make such
inflammatory statements. Sharpton further stated, “1 am ssimply not going to tolerate Jews
or Mudims being offended on my platform.”

January 18, 2000
New York, NY

Giving Voiceto Jews of African Heritage

The Black Holocaust Museum opened up a new exhibit entitled “ Giving Voice to Jews of
African Heritage.” The exhibit documents the culturd and spiritud legecy of these

unique groups, some of which claim alineage to the twelve tribes of Isragl. In addition,
the display pays particular atention to the hundreds of years of violent suffering that
African Jews have endured. This exhibit was co-produced by the museum and the
Milwaukee chapter of the American Jewish Committee.

January 22, 2000
Milwaukee, WI

Blacksand Jews Protest David Duke's
National Organization for European American Rights

Approximately fifty African and Jewish Americans marched in Philadephiain protest of
former Ku Klux Klansmen David Duke s formation of a*“Nationa Organization for
European American Rights.” The initid meeting, which brought together seventy-five
members of the new organization, included a press conference a which Mr. Duke stated,
“| guarantee there are many European Americans who are refugeesin our own cities”
Mr. Duke used the press conference as aforum to attack what he claimed to be biased
trestment in favor of Blacks, Latinos, Jews, and homosexuas. The NAACP and ADL
were quick to respond, denouncing Duke as aracist whose ideas represent avery dim
minority viewpoint. Ken Jacobson of the ADL added, “He may not have his robe on and
he may not have his mask on, but it is the same old David Duke.”

January 22, 2000
Philadelphia, PA



Jazz Duo Promotes Black-Jewish Unity

Jazz pianist Warren Byrd and double bassist David Chevran joined together to tour the
country playing at colleges, churches, and synagogues. Hilld Internationa and the
NAACP sponsored the tour. The musicians use their performances together as an
opportunity to educate their audiences about the ethnic and religious origins of their
music. Chrevran commented, “What we do just by playing is say that you can go out and

find someone completely different from yourself and have active and working didogue.”
February 2000
Boston, MA

Jewish and African-American Law Students
Come Together at Temple University

Jewish and African- American students at James E. Beadey School of Law of Temple
Universty dong with the Jawish Community Relations Council of Grester Philadelphia
initiated the “Black Jewish Rdlations. Common Ground For the 21% Century program.”
It is estimated that around thirty percent of the students at the Beadey School are
Africant American or Jewish. The program focuses on the historical and cultura
commonality of experience between African American and Jewish people. Theinitid
meeting, attended by over twenty students, discussed a brief history of the Jewish people

and the history of relations between Jaws and African- Americans.
February 2000
Philadelphia, PA

Stranger and Neighbors IsPublished

Maurine Adams and John Bracey edited this 860- page volume, which coversthe history
of Black-Jewish rdations dating back to the early 1800's. The authors, who are both
professors a the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, aso co-teach a class on Black-
Jewish rdations. The volume includes essays by Alvin Poissant, Nat Hentoff, Derrick
Bdl, Bill Curtis, and Julius Lester. This may be the most comprehensive text ever
published, as it chronicles both the positive and negative interaction of the two
communitiesin America. Archiva materidsinclude an 1803 document by a Jewish man,
which outlines a thirty-year plan to free his daves, and numerous records of relations and
interactions throughout the periods of davery, abalition, Jm Crow, until the present day.

February 2000
Boston, MA



Jewish Studies Program for Black Catholic School Students

St. Frances Academy, the nation’ s oldest African- American Catholic high school, made
the Jewish studies program a requirement of their religion curriculum in 1997. For the
year 2000, the schools established the Hoffberger chair for a Jewish teacher, Geoffrey
Bask. Bask teaches classes in Hebrew scriptures and Holocaust issues. A focd point for
the classes is the attempt to apply materiasto the everyday lives of the students. Bask
provokes students to confront stereotypes, racid tensons, and morality by probing
students to discuss the generd condition of human nature, the origin of stereotypes, and
the harsh redities of an inner city neighborhood where sixty percent of students drop out
by the ninth grade. Basik cites daily contact as the largest factor in shifting the attitudes

of the students. “I’m not the most observant or the most scholarly, but | am the one

willing to bein front of them. The daily contact is the lesson.”
February 2000
Baltimore, MD

Princeton University Conference
Brings Together Studentsof all Faiths

Seventh & eighth graders from churches, mosques, and synagogues in Mercer County
gathered a Princeton University for a conference on civil rights sponsored by the Centra
NJ Chapter of the American Jewish Committee. At the conference, the children watched
"The Right to Dream," a presentation about the civil rights movement. From there,
students broke down into smal groups for discussion. Parents and chaperones aso

gathered in their own discussion group.
February 11, 2000
Princeton, NJ

Holocaust Freedom Fighter Speaks
at African-American Church

Tibor Baranski spoke at the Zion United Church of Christ as part of their Black History
Month celebration. He is credited with helping over three thousand Jews escape from
Budapest, Hungary, during the Nazi occupation. Baranski, who served as executive
secretary of the Jewish Protection Movement and on the U.S. Holocaust Memorid
Council, spoke on his harrowing experiencesin World War [ and how the atrocities he
has witnessed and confronted, shaped his relations with African- Americans in the United
States.

February 22, 2000
Tonawanda, NY



Historic Reception Held at Atlanta’s Once Exclusive Golf Club

A reception was held by Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell & the Druid Hills Golf Club to
support Commissioner Porter Sanford 111°s run for Dekalb County Chief Executive
Officer, the county’ s top eected post. Since both Campbell and Sanford are both African
Americans, the event ended a chapter in the club’s history that did not offer memberships

to a@ther African-Americans or Jews before 1990.
March 1, 2000
Atlanta, GA

African-Americans and Jews Unite Over Amadou Diallo Trial

In the wake of the acquittal of four New Y ork City police officersin the Amadou Didlo
murder trid, Jews and African Americans united in their criticiam of police department
conduct. After an Albany jury found the four white officers innocent of twenty-four
counts related to the shooting of the unarmed Didlo, protests began and are expected to
last for forty-one days, one day for each shot fired a Didlo. Ten members of Jews for
Racid and Economic Justice were arrested for civil disobedience in a demongtration the
first day. “All of usin New Y ork should fed betrayed,” said Doris Busch Boskey, the
mother of Gidone Busch, amentaly ill Orthodox man who was fatdly shot by Policein
Borough Park last summer. Her words were aimed at Didlo’'s mother, Kadiatou, to show
solidarity between the two families. Also, Busch's brother Glen, dong with Rev. Cavin
Butts, and Harlem Councilman Phil Reed are pressing for the appointment of specia
prosecutors by Gov. George Pataki whenever police misconduct is suspected. At a UJA-
Federation meeting discussing Africat American and Jewish relations, Busch and Rev.
Butts criticized Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s adminigration in the dedling of Eleanor
Bumpers, amentdly ill black woman killed by police in her gpartment. Busch said blacks
and Jews must cooperate in seeking changes in how the police ded with incidents
involving the mentdly ill. Rabbi Marc Schneler, Presdent of the North American Boards
of Rabbis and a spesker at the UJA meeting, stated that cases such as Didlo and Busch
are creating a common bond between Africant Americans and Jews. “Thisisavery red
issue that blacks and Jews can form a codition around,” said Schneier, who isaso
president of the Foundetion for Ethnic Understanding.

March 3, 2000
New York, NY



Head of NAACP Defends Affirmative Action

At a conference held by the Jewish Council of Public Affairs (JCPA), Kwels Mfume,
head of the NAACP, defended his stand on affirmative action. Though some of the
delegates saw affirmative action as “legdized raciam,” Mfume bdievesthat it is
imperdive, sating that, “raceis dill adriving factor in this country.” He does believe that
it isan imperfect tool, but a necessary one as long as there are digparities within our
society. The JCPA conference, which reported on its new policy on racid justice and
equal opportunity, confirmed its sand on civil rights. Mr. Mfume praised the JCPA for
“telling us what we don't want to hear” and for the new approaches and solutionsin
building a stronger sense of community between al groups.

March 3, 2000
Baltimore, MD

Black Skin Dolls Donated to Ethiopian Jews

Over one thousand black-skinned dolls were digtributed to Ethiopian Jewish childrenin
Isradl. The Project People Foundation, an African- American organization, islooking to
bridge the gap between Jewish and black communities worldwide through its Sponsor-A-
Smile Campaign. Helen Lieberman started the idea, a Jewish South African, who sent
fifteen thousand black dolls from the U.S. into South Africato fill avoid in the lives of
black South African children. Linda Tarry-Chard, who assisted Ms. Lieberman in the
origina campaign, is the founder of the Project People Foundation and believesthat “It's
more than just giving a child adall...Black children play with white dolls with blond hair
and blue eyesthat don't look like them ...now it’'s about getting an icon that looks like
them.” The first shipment of five hundred dolls were donated by the New Y ork Board of
Rabhbis, and arrived just in time for Chanukah.

March 8, 2000
New York, NY

Canarsie High School Students Visit Jewish Museum

Canarse High School students visited the Museum of Jewish Heritage in Battery Park to
promote a Holocaust education program. The trip was part of “Canarde Bridges,” an
interfaith initiative of the Jewish Community Council, to promote cross-culturd
undergtanding throughout al communities. The Sxty-one visitors, who were mosily
African- American or Caribbean American, witnessed the scars of racid hatred and the
dangers of prgudice. All the students were affected by the visit, but one student summed
the trip up best by gtating, “everyoneis discriminated againgt in some ways, it's not
different. It' sal the same thing. Its just ignorance.”

March 20, 2000
Brooklyn, NY



Purim Party Attracts L ocal Residents

A party for Purim in Brooklyn attracted over five hundred locd residents including many
African Americans. A concert was held to celebrate Purim at the Be er Hagolah Ingtitute
for Russan Jewish children in Sarrett City.

March 23, 2000
Brooklyn, NY

Ron Lanoue Appointed Executive Director of NCCJ

Ron Lanoue was gppointed the executive director of the San Diego region of the National
Conference for Community and Justice (formerly the National Conference of Chrigtians
and Jews). Lanoue, who led the regiond office in Little Rock for fifteen years, looks
forward to the San Diego chapter because of its Sze aswell asits diversity. In San Diego,
people of color make up about forty percent of the population. Lanoue explains how
being a Jew, and its concept of tikkun olam, which meansto repair the world, will ad
him in carrying out the NCCJ s message. Founded in 1957 to fight racia bias and
bigotry, the NCCJ, as Lanoue states, incorporates and encourages faith diversity.

March 24, 2000
San Diego, CA

Coretta Scott King Speaks at Jewish L eadership Conference

In a speech to the United Jewish Communities Y oung Leadership Conference, Coretta
Scott King said the “higtorica codition of African and Jewish Americans must be
srengthened by opposing dl forms of bigotry and discrimination.” Ms. King, the widow
of Dr. Martin Luther King, explained to the three thousand participants how the Jewish
and black communities share a history “together in fighting injustice.” The theme of the
conference was “Right Place, Right Time,” and Ms. King expanded on the idea Seting,
“The right place iswherever you are and the right time is now.”

March 25, 2000
Washington, DC

Conference Exploresthe I mpact of the Internet on Racism

At the deventh Annua Nationd Conference on Black-Jewish Relations sponsored by
New Orleans Dillard University, “Hate and the Internet” was the central theme. There
are over two hundred web sites devoted to hate, and the two-day conference explored
“The impact the Internet has in taking old hate themes and repackaging them.” Marshal
Stevenson, the conference coordinator, noted that the objective is to examine the civil
rights codition between blacks and Jews and the importance of strengthening these bonds
immediately. A play will aso be performed caled “On One Foot,” written by two
elderly men, one Jewish and the other Africant American. The drama recounts the
relationship between Jewish merchants and their African- American clientelein New
Orleans higtory.

March 27, 2000
New Orleans, LA



The Foundation for Ethnic Under standing Holds 2" Annual
Black/Jewish Congressional Awards Ceremony

Over twenty members of Congress were in atendance for the ceremony, which honored
Congresswomen Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) and Nita Lowey (D-NY)) for their work in
grengthening Black-Jewish rdations. Held on the thirty-second anniversary of the death

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the event was co-sponsored by the World Jewish Congress
and the NAACP. The awards were presented by past honorees Rep. John Lewis (D-GA)
and Bob Filner (R-NY') who were freedom riders on the same busin Mississippi in 1964.
At the end of the program, Dr. Israel Singer, Secretary General of the World Jewish
Congress, received a phone cal from Avraham Burg, speaker of the Isradli Knesset, who
asked to speak to Rep. Jackson-Lee. Mr. Burg invited Congressvoman Jackson-Lee to
vidt Isradl in order to discuss how the Isragli and United States governments could work
together in promoting understanding between Jews and blacks.

April 4, 2000

Washington, DC

Chicago’'s African-Americans and Jews Have Joint Seder

Five hundred Jews and Africant Americans came together at the Hilton and Towersfor a
joint Seder. The Seder, which grew out of the partnership of Chicago’s Anti-Defamation
League and The Chicago Urban League, wasfirgt held in 1999 and attendance has grown
each year. Prior to the med, the Barrington’s Children’s Choir and the Soul Children of
Chicago sang both traditiona Jewish Passover songs and gospd spirituds. The guest of
honor for this event was Sheridyn Byrdsong whose husband Northwestern Basketball
coach Ricky Byrdsong was murdered by white supremacist Benjamin Smith during the
horrific Independence Day weekend massacre. James Compton of the Chicago Urban
League called events like the joint Seder, “necessary and vitd in the wake of recent hate
crimes”

April 13, 2000

Chicago, IL

TheLenny Zakim Seder Brings Blacksand Jews T ogether

For the eighteenth consecutive year, the Anti-Defamation League of New England held a
joint Seder bringing together blacks and Jews in Boston. However, this year for the first
time, Lenny Zakim was not there to hogt it. Zakim, who in December lost his five-year
battle with cancer, founded the event in 1983, which was the first Black-Jewish
community Seder in America. The firdt year only six people attended; this year over
seven hundred Jews and African- Americans were present to honor the memory of the
former head of the Anti-Defamation League' s New England office. Zakim broke barriers
and built bridges throughout the Boston area establishing projects that brought diverse
groups together. Some of these projects include: Team Harmony, an annua Boston event
which brings thousands of teens together with celebrities in combating bigotry, the Irish
Jewish Seder, and the Lenny Fund which provides grants to interethnic organizations.
April 13, 2000

Boston, MA



Omaha Joint Seder Brings Blacksand Jews T ogether

For the fourth consecutive year, the African American congregeation from the Church of
the Living God joined the Temple Israel Congregetion to celebrate Passover. Thejoint
Seder featured the choirs of both congregations performing the traditiona songs of
Passover. The am of the joint Seder was to bring together the blacks and Jews to discuss

issues of mutud interest or contention between the two communities.
April 14, 2000
Omaha, NE

American Jewish Committee Hosts Joint Seder

Blacks and Jaws came together in Atlanta to celebrate liberation from davery at ajoint
Seder. The Seder has grown out of the partnership which Sherry Frank, Southeast
regiond director of the American Jewish Committee, Representative John Lewis (D-GA),
and Cecil Alexander built in 1982 when they established Atlantal s Black Jewish
Coadition. The codition works to improve relations and build bridges between the two
communities through dia ogue groups, weekend retreats, and joint community service
efforts.

April 14, 2000
Atlanta, GA

Secular JewsHold Interfaith Seder

The Shloem Community Organization of Los Angdes hdd an interfaith Seder in Griffith
Park. Over three hundred people including African- Americans, Asans, Latinos, and Jews
attended the Seder. While the Seder featured various traditional componentsincluding the
four quedtions, telling of the story of exodus, and the Singing of traditiona songs, the
Seder was cdlebrated in a secular manner, omitting the name of God in various places.

April 14, 2000
Los Angeles, CA

Milwaukee Urban L eague and AJC Hold Joint Seder

The Milwaukee Urban League and the American Jewish Committee held their Sixth
Annud African American/Jewish Task Force Seder. The Seder was entitled "In Search of
Freedom, Exploring Common Ground.” The event brought together members of both
communities to celebrate liberation from davery and sharein their unique cultura
experiences.

April 15,2000

Milwaukee, WI



Rabbi Brings Together Blacks and Jews
for Biblical Study Session

Rabbi Gila Ruskin of Congregation Cheveri Tzedek invited many of Baltimore's

African American religious leaders to the Northwest Senior Center for arich afternoon of
biblica discusson. The dia ogue focused upon the Prophet Amos, who pointed out the
gansof Israel and God' s expectations from the Jewish people. The event was organized as
part of the Jack Pearlstone Indtitute for Living Judaism month of scholarship. The theme
was “Love Your Neighbor As Yoursdf.” Rabbi Ruskin commented, “The themeisto
love your neighbor. Our neighbors are largely Jewish and African- American. Thisisan
opportunity for two neighbors to engage one another in study face-to-face.”

April 16, 2000
Baltimore, MD

Rabbi and Wife Lead Congregation in
Reaching Out to Under privileged Youth

Rabbi Bernie King, the spiritud leader of Congregation Shir Ha-Ma alot, and hiswife
Barbara King established a partnership with three Santa Ana Schools to provide services
to poverty-gtricken youth. Awakened by the 1992 Rodney King riots, Rabbi King
“redlized that we needed to build bridges between the ‘haves and ‘have-nots.”” Mrs.
King, ateacher in the Santa Ana schoal didtrict, where over seventy-five percent of the
students are African- American or Latino, helped build the program through the
relationships she had dready developed a Willard Middle School. The partnership,
which has now expanded to three schools, supports low-income students with programs
like an ongoing clothing drive, free tutoring, essay writing contests, and providing

turkeys on Thanksgiving and Christmas from the congregation’ s Tzedakah (cha